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Gettinf^ dov/n to the bas'ios v/ith 150 students in an individual 
way docsn/t .iust ''hapoen." mP- cifn it haonen v/ith all 150 — but it 
can hapnen with a lar^^o number of them when a' teacher cares to make 
it haopen. 1 

A weeks a^o, a studeqt handed^ in a book review that seems 

bath "basijS'* and ^'individual . In her summary of The Ha poy Hooker , 

Donna felt the respo;isibility of educating me to the .basic terminolo2:y 

« 

of the orofeBsion described in the book; ^therefore, she defined these 

terms alon^r; the way. Her evaluation of the book read somethin.'^ 

like this: ' ^^^^ 

' • I always thouciht th^t the easiest and o\\ickest way 
fofr* a rirl to make monoVv would be to be a n^pstitute. 
Readinq: this book made mo r^allz^ it*s nQt tn^ easy — 
But T also thLnx it*s not reallv as bad of a .i^b as a*^ 
]ot of neonle trv to rna1<e it out to^be. . . 

Alsot T Ic-'^rned that T think if mv hu^b^^nji would ever 
decide he was tired of me, T*d rath^^Fiave him to a 
nrostitute than to have* a mistress. 

Donna *s review- is an incisive one* Hei^irit^r^idu^}]. interpretation 
of v/ivit is bHsi-e In this wor3^a, based on her ovm backp^rouni of, 
6xnGrier\ces,^is that two thin^ii in life are the most real: first, 
survival; and next, the male-fema3o relat.ionshio in yotlT'a ohysical" 
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and^an emotional context** • . 

« « 

The "back to thp basics", or'^skills without frills" hys'teria 
threatens our survival as human beinr^s in this world^. The many 
crises create'd by the, conolexities of our ^societ^ seem to have thrown 
US into ^ maelGtrorn of indifferent practicality that threatens to 
suck mankiruJ^ into the undercurrents of self-d,estruction. 

The/January l6 Kiplinger report notes that education is becomlnf^ 
more' career oriented. In the same breath, it also informs its readers 
that job availability is projected to remain low throU;s;hout th 
decade* and 1>hat the number of job seekers continues to expand 

( ^ : ' ^ ^ J 

In a panic to ensure that' their phildren- will be/^'able to Ti|nd 

■/ ' / 
jobs.', parents frnntically der^d thai^schoo^s retut^n to a strict--' 

dl/cipli ne-and-thr-three-r»s formula. Somehow the^ concretes 

oreF^ent .so^e form of stability in the midst of'C+i.aps. But these 

parents (and educntors/^oo ) are clutching; not at a firm anchor; 

rather,^ .at a bundle of straws. They know not for .what tvhey asR. 

V/hat is basic-- realiv— in helping: today's youth prepare fqr 

their tomorrow of adulthood^/ And what is the role o/f the. En^rlish 

te.ocher in that process, of metamorphosis? And how can a teacher 

v/ho meetr> 150 kid's dailv reach his sttidents as individuals'? Soine 

possible ansv/erc to these Questions gre basic to'-whether adolescents 

can' break thr^s^H the limiting and Limited state of bein.q; teenaf!;e;r^ 

aninr^ful adulthood/ to help form the f oundrh'aojm 

1 of what it means t6 be Ruman. 

d structure are- essential . Skills of l^np^Bze for 

v/ritinc;, and for rcadinft are vital to htiman beinrs 

both in the nr^sent time and nlace^and in nrc^^si 

' time and space. But first there mur.t be a^. need to 

ere has. to be somethinc; to be^ communicated. Like 

computers, the tools of communication are only as effective as the 
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mind and^..the soul behind tlhem. 

What Is truly basic , 'then; lies, first in recop!;ni2in;; what it 
means to be human, tp accept the challenges and the r)ains and the 
,ioys of beinr^ alive, and to attemot not only to preserve but to 
raise the level of that humanity a notch or so for the next s;eneiNation* 
As Jennifer, in the novel Masks by Jay Bennett, says after reading^ 
The Great Gatsby, ''That was an aj^je, of despair and defeat* , Ours 
.must not turn out 'so, we must be better people, v/e*ve just p;ot to 
be." (n. 77) ' 

Adolescent Mtprature can be a vehicle fpr thos6 who are 
sti^unipclinpc toJ^TRak the bonds^ of childhood to enter into maturity. 
In JJ:iS-j:Hirrowest sense, *the term "adolescent literature" refers to a , / 
)odY- of '^unn- adult" novels, novels wr;itten specifically for and 
aboi(iC?dol^ One of its advanta?fes is thpt o;enpraily adol>escent / 

novels are short. This suits thp ^e^^t'less teenager who fiiy^s it 
aronizinq: to sit still and labor, over lonpi; books. 



I The p;GnrG h^s evolved over a period of years-— ^owl y, at firs^, 

lilted, oil aspects of society; then with the chan^^ and the quantity | 

/ 'I 
and Quality of chan-^^es intcnsi/vin=^ at .jet speeds. Its development 'I 

■ ^ ^ / ' < / ' I 

mii^ht bo 'compared in some re^nects to tnat pT the development of 
science fiction, nassinn: first throupch a t^ime of relative nesclect, ( 

* - ' . \ /' ■ ' . 

then through one of vitriplic attack, ;artd finally to one of . resis;ned , 
acc^ptahce and a haltin-^ concession ihPit some of this "n;arbap:e" I 
mipjht possibly have some liternrv mfe/V^it, * " /' 
^ in the lar^'>;or sensrr, adolescent literature may be anything 

■•\ 

adolescents are roadin'^ whether^ man;a7iines, the daily newspaper^ 
poetry -^nd son^^ Ivrics, advertiro'.nr;, drama, or ponular and classic ; ifiJ 
adult literature. All of these lano:uar;e experiences vary with ^the ^ 
particular level of maturity of the student as well as on his • 
parti. culcir set of problems* experiences, .and interests. 4 
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Another 'point is 'that adolescents are not thfe only readers 

vvvjhol can and do enjoy these novels for and a'bout teenaJ3;ers. ^ Like 
I ' . , ^ . ^ 

^food writing; of any o;enr^, adolescent literature is for everyone ♦ 
Lnc good ^tiolescent literature constitutes a basic step in the 
'.eGnagfe reader's appreciation for the writer's craft as well as 
''pip more comolex kinds p.f ideas and literature. 

Every ae;e group has its ov/n set of needs in addition to those 

9 

^eeds basic to all human" bein/^s, but the teens seem to hold one of 
the/most turbulent sets of needs along this journey called life. 
Adolescence is a time of violent struggle. ' It is like the stru'!;gle 
of the delicate-winpred butterfly to break the hard shell qf its ^ 
imprisoning (but also protecting) cocoon. Those who survive the 
truf^gle may soar into clear, brie;ht summer days or risk a thunderstorm; 

ut those v/ho don't, dry up inside the shel-l, never to see the sunshine 

-> 

V sip the nectar of a b'uttercurr — never to experience life. 

What ^are some of t)^e-l?a^sic needs of adblescents for ^"this 

ilKjtamornho'sis? First, these very special and^ preciou^ persons are 

In the precarious r^rocoss of emerrin'^: as indiv.iduals ; hencp, they 

leed f^uidance and sur^port in sortiar out and recognizing^ and 

Iccenting their unique identities. Part ofAPorson's identity is 

hlis family, but eacK mus.t also be his own self ,. separate and different. 

G\xy in Guy Lenny - (by. Hanry Closer) expresses the stran^^eness of this: 
*' ^ 

... He felt separated from his mother,, hi^ ^ 
father, and Jinilv, free of their endless talk, 
t^^ieir earnest seVious looks, their appeals to 
' his "na,ture nature'' to do v;hat -was "sensibLo 
and best for cveryono,** The sense of his own > 
stirenrrth and senn-^^atoness was a. new foolincr, 
a pLittle stranq;e-; even scary, but p*ood. (p. 117) 

I ' V 

7hey are! l.carnin-:, too^ that important and vital process of 

reiiching out toward heterosexual relationships with their peers. 

This is the first step toward their building a family unit of their 

own-— that .basic unit of our society that, no -one ever really "teaches'* 

5 ' ' 



them about. 

And, th,ey are searching for what they hope may ye their 
life.'s work— the way in wh:ych their unique skills, talents, and 
interests may be develpoed for the fulfillment of their potential 
as human beings and as contributing; members of a world community. 

Throughout all oS this struggle, though, it's important that 
they not take themselves too seriously; that they see themselves 
in perspective with the universe and learn to laulgh with and at 
themselves and the world. sense of humor is basig to survival. ,^ 
Ike Bender, in The Road to Ma-ny V/on4e;r by David Wagoner, ,has a 
marvelous sense of humor. He sees his mean, dofnineering father 
like this: "Pa was little and loud and mean too, if you got UDwin4 
of him too lon?^,,. but ,1 knew how to keep on his good side, which was' 
behind him.""* . *^ 

Adolescents are, by the very ^nature . of being adolescent, 
involved irT^perimontation with all kinds of roles and behaviors. 
They must try on diffeVont things to see what fits and v/hat doesn*t. 
Thev nay pas.soss a spirit of adv\nture~or they may be disillusioned 
with the v/orld and resort to -anathy and "dropping out." They rebel 
a^.ainst established' authority in thoir efforts^ to^ecoire independent 
At the sn^e time thev experience a terrible sense of loneliness 
and thoy lon.-^- for approval and recopcnition from any and all ouarte^rs 
from p.eers first, but also from parents and t^le community in ereneral 

' Suzanne Clauser illustrates this need for peer apti)rovalc in her 
never /V Girl Jlomed 3ooa'cr. Sooner lonq:s so hurtfully for approval 
in her 'now school, that she — ^withou^y seeminrr to have a^willof^her 
ov/n — prensqd bv a crowd of chi Mrc^n to bo the .cause of hei« pet 
bird*s death. ! Her stonmothcr attompts\ to comfort her when sh6 . 



reali?;cs what 



has driveli , Sooner to this^: 

6 



To prove Bird^s wartht Sooner had allowed 
him to die That what /it amounted to, piiza- 
beth knew. SheM wanted friends so badl:jr,* to 
belong so badly, and she*d l^earned at school 
what it v/ould take to buy *that friendship.^ 
Something of worthy And all sheM had was 'Bird. (d. IjB) 

..In-Moliie Huntef s' A Sound of Char iots, Bridie lon<Ts so for 

her father *s aooroval that she submerges her terror of sliding in 

• » • * ' ' ' ' . / 

the snow with the boys to -prove to him she is brave. But in the 

midst of her fear, she perceives that she also grows stronger: 

... As her stomach muscles that had been 
^ knotted tiq;ht with fear relaxed in the fly- 

ing thrill of her sneed, it flashed through 
h^r'mind thatf^with tio fear neithet would 
th&ire have ^been any of this ^lor.y i-n over- 
coming. ^ And in the same flash of^^jr^ceotion, 
everything else, became clear tp^iier. (p. 76) 

Teenagers are alternately pro^i^^^stni^ or res:ressing through 

a series of stages that may drive their, parents to *treaibj them in 

' all the wx<^s teenagers wish their parents would not "^^^f^Qi^tt them. 

One moment they^fere told to be mature, to grov/ up^^^e next moment, 

they are told they are too young for this and too immature for 

that. . ' ' ^ 

Within the general and parti^^S:^ needs of adolascents^are as 

• many ' individual ttceds"=^5;=dW^ere are indiv^uals^^ a class. Tt is 

t always oasv to detect these neer^-si, Teen^^rs v/ear masks- 



iflioerietrablo, sometimes, even to themselves. So the Knfilish teacher 
must be aiert for sip-nals of needs and of y\ readiness to confront^ / 
those heedsi. 

Teenaf^^rn live orimari^y in the here, and now, arid so it seems 
logical that\ the •'stnrtin-^* ^^^int" with them lier> in tV^'e n^irticular 
pqvns andj •iov;s of the momom* TAtor^ture that describes adolescents 
coTif rontin": nt-oblerr.s common \.o thoir are frroup 7is i^ell as to the 
human conditidin in general gives the yoking reader assurance and 
comfort m the fact that he is not the only one in the whole world 
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who ever had a particular problem. He (nax" realize.. thalJ "other 
people have problems worse thc-in his own, or that they found ways 

to cope v/ith the problem, or t*hat they tried €o\solve Xt in. the 

^ ' • ' .V, . \. • " 

v/ronp- way. it also takes him^oUt of himself an^i his o^n world for 

a time and into the world qf^sbfifieone ^either very like or .very .unlike 

himself. He learns to "role' play/'" things that could' happen to him. ^ 

in tho future or Pbnsible 'soluitions' to v/hat is happeninfr to him 

^ now. 'His ima^.inatiye po\'^rs are exercis.ed^. and. st^re^^^ed. 

The "numbers p;ame" is the Kn^^li'sh" teacher>^<^reatest obstacle - 
in the attempt to touch some'thin>^ ^cry basi^. in • eaeh of hig^ students . 
How can -he hope to provide all hisr students with ^the tools for 
copin^:; with his life now? for opening new" door^ and ^reajie ning 
experiences? for she!»winr hiiia-that li^^ ^and" loTe are both arts^and 
mupt be treated as such? for '^ivin^ him^the desire and tho, coura^re 
and the imarcination to become"^a truly mature porS^on? The,- percentaiq^es - 
sav a^ teacher can't reachi them all — but they dpn*t make awy. rules 
• apcainst trvin^! ^ ' . , . * ' 

First, the teacher must sec^and accent his students ad indi"?iduals» 
At the same time, he should let the students see him as^an individual, 
too\ ThJ.s cran ^be done on the VQry basic level of simply ibokinp^ ' . 
at him — I mean, really looking; at hijrf---and sayin-p* "Hel],o!" either 
before, durin?:* or after each cl/^s n'eriod, ^js th<^, occasipn arises 
p.,^;».na4^urallv. ^ Rut it must be dc>ne consciously and de-liberatelv, ,too, 

•or it mav not hanpnn\^rt. all. Other ways ..can be created out of . 
uoinp: a variety of ^ clas<^>room nctiv-vties^-like discnss*^'oas, writiiip: 
aj^si^'cnmcnt^), Vo] o-nlnvin^, -o^ other .rcroup lanrrnn'^e activitios. , 
'//h^n an ppon and rrccontin^ ntmosnhere is er>i.ab3 isheci^ thpn co'i^munica- 
t"*on can occur. 

8 
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. ' ' •^'^Ado'lescQnt li,tb.rature is ^andther meahs of becoming acquainted 

personally yrith students', and of learning;* what their oresent values 

• < ♦ . 1 • 

and concerns are. Bcginninp: With, a class. *readin;>; of a novfel or ^ 
Short story or ,p6em creates opoortifnitifes for discussions that brinr; ^ 
out many ooints of ^iew about oarticul-ar problems and values • In 
listenin.f^ <>o^v;hat othors sav about the. readin;^, students mav have 
new insifrhts into woblemd they would nbt have seen without a p:roup 
'sharinrt.^ ■ Av/areness^ and i^nderstandine; awakens and the spirit is • 

\ ^^^^^^ 

ennobled at th'e ^ame time that it loam's vto' co^^e with and accent 

reallty.^p^Clm^^a^aKBei;:^ asoip^lsTo raise the le.vel of that reality* 

^ A teacher who wants to use adolescent literature faces, two 

major enemies: fellow tt^acherj? and narents, "He has to believG in 

himself to confront these deterrences. He >has to develon a thick 

skin. - "^ho orinarv obirction raisod by coll enrj*tr=*<^ is one of 

*'sclip^larlinpss'^ or of \e5>thc\t:dcs . 

Tho torm "adolQscent literature" is in it|elf one of demganine: 

connot^'^tTon,- nei^hnns brcnur»x5 bhnt is the connotation associated 
* ' ** » * , • 

•with tho v;ord^"nclo3oscetiCc.'* But the alternative term "youn?; adulf' 
*sccns jusC anothei; way of boinp; dcro/^atory. , , r^* 

' , . ' ^ \ \ * 

Beyond the fern itself, thoup;h, narents may ojo.icctNta^i^le 
lanp:uar:e of^ mn^-y.,-,pf thor^e novels .^^^-^iTwy^o^^^^ toV^he jkinds of 
situations and characters-described. But most o| al,! '*hev object^ 
to the nma^e of the oarent in much of adoTescent literature. 

A fQW years aro at an. onen house I attended, the wther of a 
tjif^h school s^^ndont trnoned rr:o into an isolated corner of the room 
.-^nd, cocktail in hand, "f^V dau.n:hter has been roadin^^ this 

book' Tht? Pi-^m-m -md iT*cr"likc to know frankly v/hat you think of it,*i*— 
. Unsure of v/harfe silo mirht *be aimin^T^ T used a noncpimni^ttal • 



" approach and stated simoly that many kids were reqdin/:!; and likinn; it. 
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^ "But," 5he said,' attemntinp; rn vain to blow the smoke from 

her cip;arette away "from my face, "Are kids today really like that? 
— smcrkinfj and drinkinr^ and usin^^ that kind of lan^ua^e and not 
showinr!; anv resnoct Tor adults?" - . ^VvS?" 

Oven\'hel,mcd by her apparent innoxience'^ I matter-of-factly 
■ asserted that they do indeed do these thing? to greater or lesser 
degrees— and so what els.e is new? Didn't kids 'in her day do these 

4 

kinds of things, too? 

Admitting that 'perhaps they did, she felt it still was not 
so bad because in 'her day it was not done openly and flagrantly. 
Besides, she really couldn't believe her Judy could be like '♦'those 
others." 

V/hat really disturbed her, thou"-h, was the Pj^rents in the X 
novel.. "They're so r.olfish," she r.nid. "And they don't seem to 
know or care what's hai^peninr to their own children.. Books' shouldn' t 
make narents look ba^(^ 

V/ith v/hat v/as either ^^rcat control or great cowardice, I bit ^. 
mv tonruD and ret.iarkod, "Quite a fe\/ parents are like that, whether 
they realize it or not." , ^ • , 

I lonj^ed to tell her that only a few days efJrii-ei?^i-n-£L_ class - 
discussiorDoT^hat same novel, a -daughter of one of her best friends 
^?^ssionatFr^^ v/ould read this book. A lot 

f them only c/xre about goinn; to the country club and the bridge 
table and the golf course. The only time they notice' their kids' 
^is whQn the kids do sorrethin^ realjy gopd or.ba<a that reflects on 
their (the narcnto ' ) /imane!-" . 

Ths+' sn:ro v/inter a teacher in our school *s business department 
conmlainod about the books the students, were readinr:^. His main 
-x;concern' was the to pic df sex and the use of vulgar language. V/hen 
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I*asked him whether he'd, rather have his ov/n children learn abopt 
sucK^' things in an alley or in ,an ot)en classroom situation under 
responsible supervision by a caring teacher, he replied, "/fhe 
alley. I don't want the school te^c^hing that stuff." 

Although I could no^t agree with him, he did touch a da^nger. 
area. The. 'attitude of the teacher is extremely importsmt in the 
handlinn; of^ any controversial topics in the classroom. It'.s 
necessary not to *act shocked, to be judgmental, sarcastic, or. 
pompous. It's important to* consider the issues of- values and priorities 
in a calm and reasonable tone and also to consider po.ssibl-e deep-- 
rooted emotional effects inherent, in any given situation. 

A toenar^er needs to understand, too, thVit to make mistakes 
is human and^part of rcrov/inp; up. JHe should not be made to bear a 
disproportionate burden of guiit about his feelin^rs (Or his - 
actions* rtcalizipg tha"6 others make mistakes, "too, can, help 
ease his ovm ruiltand to accept' the fact of a mistake. . ^ ^ 

Rolr?-playinfT can prevent • mistakes . Herq is wbefe adolescent 



literature c^n be uncd as a soringii^oard . Vfhen la person sets -vw^ 



possible conflict c^l tu'ations and actr^ them out^-fK^stt vicariously 

tJiEoiJ^Hiir. readinrct then throurch .s6me related p-roup role-plavinq;, 

ana finally throurh the use of his own imagination, he can "act" 

■ . \ 

out" h6w' ho night best behave given a particular situation and to 
see some possible alternatives before a similar situation occurs , 
In his ov/n experience. ' .It^s like driving- car ♦defensively — the 
driver looks ahe'ad and tries^ to foresee PossiWe Points of danrrer i 
and to see v/h^t alternatives he nirht have shoul(^ a problen actually 
develop. 

11 



One such problem is th? nossibility of pregnancy.- This is 
the sub-.iect of number of adolescent novels. The conseqj*Gnces , , 
of course, are deenly emotional. V/hen a teenaf!;e s^irl becomes pren:nant 
out of v;edlcrck\, her ^alternatives are few and none .of thein is brip:ht. 

" In Paul Zindol's ?vly j)a r 1 inr., ^'^y^_R^^^}^r,L > hif!;h school seni^or Liz 
finally has an abortion. -A -bitter, experl^ce for Liz, her boyfriend 

^Seah is wot immune^ eith(?r; On mduation ni^ht, Liz^s friend 
r>'Iar:r;ie looks at Sean and thinks: 

• . • HeM have' his punishment .y. • For the rest ^ 
of his life he'd remember Liz. could {^et 
married and have children— but frpm time to time 
he'd 'fenember. Just before i>;oinn: to'sleeo, ner-- 
har>s, in a dream/ He'd have to** remember Liz.* artd 
^ sometbin^^ he couldn't be very nroud -of . The past 

wav'^n't that\nasy to rtet av/av from. (n. 120) * ^ ^ 

' Lnve is the deenest anxi most, basic huma'n emotion; because of 
thin, it alno causes the deooost and most painful kinds of hurt, 
T.earninq- to love someone of the oPnosn,te sex is ai rj^cessffry stop 
tov/.nrd the buildin^ of nev; family unit. Bnt« tha^vb^wii is not 
p*!v;nv5: nmirti o.^^r^c) bv ^^>o^t ^^tv, bv custom, or by law. Jane 'lilnore 
flusj^^n^^ in I'^'^rv "^ovo crcit:ns IoVg botv/^en a vrhite mai|:'and a 
fn.rl of black extraction in a pi'-neer setting; that .does .not Permit^ 
the races to mix. - • ' - 

;/hen Red explains to'^'ary ^^)ove v/hv they cannot marry , she 
finds this lav; of^ran impossible to understand and to accept.^ ^ 

She 5>ayG: * * 

^ ^ * '»! don't" believe it's in that book (the Bible).' V, 

T always ieli^vpd pv^^rvthin'^ Pa^^'^ ev<^r told m,e abouA ' 
, the InV/s of On-U' nnd un to now T.^bKU^eyed ievervthin-^ 
♦ • ' vou told me/ bnt T just don't believe it because it " 

dpn't nalyO no nonse. . . 

'*Thero can't ibr> a l-^w to make me not love you, Red.-'* 
\sho*snLd. 'Moons 1 i '^^o^th^ro '*s sor^^ kind of a^^l/jw 
in me that s^^/s T^^ot to. and says when vou call me 
J rot to come." (pp* 101-^) 

12 • : 



Breaking out of^the parental home is toughs. 'It's tou/^h for 

the ones cfoinpc, and it^s touo;K for the. ones letting go*. Jimmie , 

Gavin in Lean Before You Ldok exoress'es the pain involved: 
— , , ^ 

^ . •Howwe.hurt .eac!.-? other, when v/e don't - * 
;wAnt to* • • V/e hurt e"ach ottier when because ^ 
,,Cf what went before^ there is nothing we can; ^ . 
do but hurt each'other. . . ^ ' ' • 

'She cried, for the release that tears bring* 
; . * ^Cried for hdr mothei* and her fathea:*. . .^e 
thought she was crving for everyone she/^%ver 

• known, 'and for fierself, and for 'all the world.. . (p. 2Q1) 

irVhen, Rob's father explains to him that they must kill the , 
pi/g Rob has raised and prized and loved, Rob becomes a man in 

*r ^ > : . ' ; 

the novel \ Dgy No Pigs V7ould Die ; 

i ' • • / " 

' i ^, '^That'.s what being, as mantis all about, boy. 

*It's. just doing? what's got to be donl."^ ■ ' , , 

I felt* his big hand touch my face, 'and it 
wasn't '"^he hand thai^killed ho^s. It was almost ^ 
.as vsweeti; as I'^aina's. .^is hand was roup-h and, cold » 
< ' and as L^^onenefi bV eves; to l^iok; at it, I con Id see 

\ • ^that his' kMuckles v:er.o drinoin*?: with pig blood. It 
was thp *Jinnd that just butchered Pinky. He did it. 
' " Because hg- had ;€o.aw,/ Hated to and had to. And 'he' 
•knevjt that he'd'liever have to say to me that he 

• v-/as sorrv. .(o. 129) . , J.- 

* ^\ • : ^ ' ^ ^ • . 

Different mrents'tnke different wavs of helnin^ tiheir children 

'to' find their senarnt^ -i^lentitics, Potok's The Chosen, Danny 

, ^ r ^' ^ . 

explains to his friend Reitven: ' * ' 

* • ^7 father himself never '^:alked 'to me, exeeot 

when 'we studied together*. 'He taught me v/ith silence * *^ * 

He t^aught me to look into mvself , 'to find mv own 
strenPTth^ -to walk -around in^'^ide myself in comnc^ny ' 
^ with my- sobl. /'?hen hp.s ne6t>le would ask him v/h^ he 

• . . was so' silent with "his soh,- he wovM sav to thetn v« 

. .that he, clid not- liko to^talf^ v/ords are cruel, words. . ' ' 
olay tri'cks, thev distort* v/hat is in the heart , they* • * 
Qonc$al the hearty the heart soeaks through silence. 
^ One iearns of the ^nain of others by sufferin<y one's 
ov/n pain, he v/ould sav,' by turnins: inside oneeelf, by 
.f ind in oner's ovm s^ul.. '^nd it is important to knov/ 
" • oi^nain, 'he said, destroys fcur f=;elf-'t^ride^, our ;* - 
riTro^l^ce, our indifference towarci others.^ It 'malces 
us av/are of how frail and tiny we -ire and o!t how much 
- « we- must deoend unon the MasteV of - the Universe. . 
'■ : . -\ - . ' ' • '(P.;?65).' 



^ Teenafrers ^love, hate:, obey, and rebel aftainst thei-r uarejits. 
Thev rebel ap.ninst 'estab,Iiflhed ^authority of many kinds^ and in many 
ways. The Chocolate V/ar's hero rebels a.o;ainst conformity, tradition 
"establishment." There, are bullies in, all segments of 
, but they are more threatening during the growiilg-up 
Younr?: Jerry, '^new in .a-,boys' school where everything revolves 
around a traditional structure (both recognized anrl hidden), refuses 
to conform to the tra'dition of selling boJces' of chocolates as a 
fund-raising oroject. Janza, a bully and leader of a secret - gan-g, 
is defcermined 'to force Jerry into submissio'n, J.erry knows Janza 
wants ,a fin:ht: * , , , , 

. . /But he didn-'t want to fifi;ht, He^didn'f , , 

want to return to f^ra^mar school violence, the : ; 

cherished honour of the ochoolvard that Wasn't . • / ^ 

' -honor' at al3i the necdssitv of oro-vinp: yourself V 
• bv bloodv n^ses g.nd black ev(5s and broken te^th, 

riainlv, he di^in't want. t,o flrcht for the .same reason 
.ho v/aso't s^llinp; the chQColates---he wanted to 

make his own d^cisiofs, do his^ ov/ri thin.??;, like 

they BPid. (p. 153)- . ' . 

Vihen -tho illusiorlLs"''5dolG3CGnts held about rcrov/nr-uos when 
thev^ wore children nro -sh-rfftered, that's -hard, too. .-.Jbe Catcher, y"- 
in the Rye .is' a cl^assic example of this. A -recent novel" by *^ 
Paul Gallicc, T^hi -^i^7„j{hp„Till^l^^^ exemplifie$„ ' 

this theme of the/ loss of xnnOeence. Marshall, the m^B. who, 
Vadoot's" vounr;' Julion oji a cross^-co^vii^itry bus' trio, "betrays Julian 
at the cnd'Of^Uie .nournev for-money. V/hen ,>Julian leairns the truth, 

Marshall foels ashamed' but covers his shame and says: ' • , 
^ * ''' * ^ 

, , "V/hnt else c^-o t ♦'?ay, kid? Kavbe in- a v/ay , 

; ^it's -.a -good lesson for after^/zar.ds; Never 'trust ' ^ 

anybody, csnrcially fuv liks nie." « ■ • 
|, , . '. . Julann lt)oJcf'd c^u^ibly arid .^niSTTbly -into ' . :, 
Mnr'.shall ' r, oven "nnd n1nv;1v shook* Vjis head. This* 
'-• wan the "ont mirirjil and' astoni ship"^ thing 'of iill , 
he had to endure > to -show that he understood and that 
; « there were no hard feelings.' \\% felt nothing but 
. a deep jind .unappeasable sorro^v that only the young 
can' experience,' the grief of disillusionjnent arid 
the shatterinf^ .of trust. * (op, • 22/^-5) * 14 



.41 ^ 



•adolescent literature '^^^^ 

Family structures naturally form the background of novels.-^ • 
. for adolescents and this provides- them with models of behavior's 
tj^ey may want to emulate or to discard. Bradbury 's "DaiTdelion toe/ 
•links the generations and the f'«^-nily members with strong, positive 
bonds as do the Chaim Potok novels. 

Most you:ng people need 'first to* establish their identities , 
and their independence before seriously undertaking trfee task Of a ^ 
'll^e work, even, though adults have been reminding them of this 
task since first thejiv toddled.- Potok 's ^novels explore this part . 
'of the young person's development, showing* how both environment and 
individual talents and interests inanifest themselves. ''iJold^Fast . 
to -Your -Dreams by Catherine Blanton is a simpler, less complex 
novel suited ;to younger tee-hs that describes the njnbitions of * ^ . 
a.Younp Mes:ro /^irl to bocome a , ballet dancer and of .her si^i^le-minded 
determination 'to achieve Her \^;oal. * , 

' Thomas Huxley wrote that a true education is one that teaches \^ 
a person to live in haraony with the laws of nature.. Perhaps inhorpnt' 
with, thr* is the intent that rn^n ' should find .icy in the-aopre^GiaUon _ 
' ,of beinT relive. *J!r, Ivalt'er expresses ,this/.thous:ht to hie son. R^Xiyen 

' "! ^. . .A snan' oC^life is ''notlfiin'.'^. - But the man ' • 
* ' v:ho \l3^^es thfit span, lie. is snue thing.- He ca*if - 

fill t?iat tlr.y.^snan with ;7^eaniTT,_ so its aualitv . ' "t> • 
is vir^ihensurable thou-frh its ou.Trnti'ti^ mnv be . in- > , ^ v • • 
.; sipfnif ioant . , Do, vou under-s'tand v/hat T an savinfj? 
A man- must fill ''his life \^n^Jttl,•me^nin.f:, mennin=^ Ts _ ^ 
not automaticallv rriveri to li'fe. It is )Bard worJc " ' 
to* f i.ir one ' s life vfith moaning. .. ." (pp-»' 20Zi.-5') ; • • 

T'Sf there ahythin": more, -"basic^f and "individual" than that'? 
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A SELECTED, ANNOTAIED LIST OF ADOLESCENT NOVELS 

* ^ 

Aiken, Joaa - The WhlspejdLiM^ Ijtountaln - Doujbleday - for early, teens - identity, 
broken home - valuesKWSteiy* fantasy. 

Set in Wales, a young boy"a£tei]i5)t8 to ftreak through the rigid barrier set-up 
- • by the strict grmdfather with whom he lives to assert his own. identity, A 

young "gypsy" girl who lives alone with her father helps him. . 

Arre, John - Message to Hy Daughter - Pyramid Books r junior high to' mid teens - 
alienation death. i . . 

A teenage girl, bitter and rffff^nf f7il trrwKfff lTrr--fttepmorhpr^11 nfetif? to tapes 
laade years before *by her dead mother. These tapes literally bring the dead 
mother's dau^ter 't^ realize life. . ?^ 

. ' ' ^ ' ' ■ , ' '^^ 

Arundel,; Honor - A, Family Failing -,Dell - middle teens - identity, broken home — 
values, commune living, generation g^. 

' * • . 

In*an English setting, 17 year old Joanna realizes suddenly that. her family, 
once loving and watm^ttid secure, is going off in different directions just 
att.the time whati she sh^mld be finding her own self and needs, s the family 
as an anchqr. 

* ■ , ' 

^nindeli Hojior - The Terrible Ten^tation 7 Deli - easy reading for, mid and older 
; ' teens - iderj^tity, broken hoifle, alienation. . ^-^f^^ ' 

* ' • * 

Jan, English-Welsh, yourigest daughter of a wid<3w, 'begins college with the 
idfea that she will not get herself involved in any personal relationships. 
She has ti^uble keeping this resolution but succeeds to her own pain. 

'Arundel, Honor - >The Blanket Word - Dell - mid teens alienation, love - values,. 
* , growing \q>, death. * , 
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This is a sequel to T3\e Terrible Temptation , l^e fatal illn^s of Mrs. 
Heredith brings her four children together to thrash out their gpilts ab^ 
frustrations and to leave Jan with a different^ view of what a marriage abd 
family mean . * ^ . ^ v 



Bennett, Jay - Masks^ girls, mid teens - identity, generatioti gap, fiyst romarxttc 
love, HASP - Chinese. * j . 

:' ^ . • . . . - i .4 j 

Written in a poetic style. Jennifer^'s first love creates a real pxoblem betwe^ 
her parents and herself. Peter, 'a young Chinese-^Americ^n, faces the Sttse 
objection from his father. Jennifer, though younger, chooses her love !for 
Peter over her love fc^r her j^arents. But^ Peter finds he cannpt go agslost 
his fathers wishes. ' ^ ^ / 

Blanton, ^Cath<^xine - Hold^ Fast to Your Dreams - Ardiway - easy reading -mid teena - 
. * atriving^ for iv^ career goal, Vacial prejudici&. ; * . / 

/ , ' ' • ' r : * 
Bmmsr Lou's mother is dead - sfie live? in Ali^ama with her "country docty)r" 
fftHer and 'her grandmother. To help her toward her burning desire to b«coaift 
f . a* ballerina, het father^ ^allows'^her to spend her senior year o£ "high school in 
Arizona with ^a ;aunt an4 uncl.e. PresumabV, Arizona did nQt, practice racial 
^' prejudice. B^puiy Ltiii fi^ds out* differtotly . r 
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Blume, Judy - It*8 Not* the End of l^e World - Dell - easy reading, early teens - 
Identity, broken honie.- ! 

Different tnenbers of thiJ WASP family react to the Inevitable dlvo'rce in 
vax:iou8 stages and ways,, eventually coping with the changes and finding new 
directions. ^ 

Bradbury, Ray - Dandelion Wine - Bantam - involved; more mature student - identity: 
the family, meaning of life and of death. 

This is a classic of small town family life told from the point-of -^iew of 
twelve year old Douglas who learns during his summer vacation months,, about 
what it really means to b^ alive a^ter learning al^out death. 

Carpelan, Bo (trans, by Sheila LaFarge) - BOw Island - Dell - easy reading, early 
teens - identity: getting along with those who are "different". 

Set in Sweden during a family's summer vacation, eleven year old Johan learns* ^ 
about himself and life through his experiences with a strong sensitive young 
/.girl and an older mentally retarded boy who live on the island. 

Qiandler, Ryth Forbes - Triple Test for Trudy r Abelard-Schuman easy reading, 
early teens - identity: stepmother. 

Life in a Florida trailer court with a new and insecure stepmother and a .« 
father she adores but hdsn't lived with .since her mother's death, is filled 
''with trials and testS for Trudy, fresh off her grandparents New England farm. 

Childress, Alice - A Hero Ain't Nothin' But a Sandwich - Avon - mid ^eens, but, 
mature concepts - black ghetto, drugs, stepfather. * , 

Benjie Johnson's life at a^e thirteen is seen alternately through the points 
of viev/ of many people closely, mvolved with him - including Benj'ie hlipself . 

Clauser, Suzanne. - A Girl Named Sooner - Ayon - more mature teens - grotdug up, 
love - in many forms, problems of communil:ation, poverty. 

The orphaned Sqoner jLs taken from "Old Mam" the motintain. woman r^ed 
heVv. Placed in the home 6f a couple unablef to have children of their own,, 
th^ pains and the joys of growing^.up and of learning to love are tough and 
also heart warming. 

Coatsi?orth, Elizabeth - The Enchanted V Avon' - siiftple, any; age for sensitive,! 
readetf - identity: going back to the earth. 

. A. stor^ of growing up, or romantic 1(^, of prejudice and of lack of com- 
munication, is told in the form of a l^ind of parable set in New England. 
Poeti.c style. 

Cormier, Robert The Chocolate War t- Del}r easy reading with some m^tune concepts - 
^id^'tity: alienation, power structure, death of mother. ^ 

\ * 

A young boy, new in' a strict all b'oys' school, dares ,to refuse to conform - 
but finally gives in. He doesn't really understand yAiy he wouldn't conform. 
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Crane, Caroline - Stranger on the Road - Xerox - junior high, mid teens - brol^n 
i^ome, alienation, growing u^^. * 

An Independent, determined teenage girl, decides to run awray from her 
and the new stepfather who is repugnant to her. But when finally she 
hikes across the Ibited States to her father and stepmother in Calif o^ 
she realizes she will siiq>ly have to "endure" with her mother until 
old enough to be independent. , 

Dizenzo,* Patricia - Why Me? - Avon - mid teens - rape. ^ 

When Jenny ^finally forces herself to tell what, has h^jpened to^ 
reacts with real compassion or understanding. / 

Donovan, John - 1^11 Get There; It Better Be Worth the Trip ^ Dell - btbken home, 
growing up, ^homosexuality, alienation. , ^ j ' j 

A young boy must go to live with .k^.s "divorced career mother after his beloved 
grandmother's death. 'His only. tie. wlj^h his happy memories. Qf her is his 'dog - 
and life ^th the dog in a ci*ty apartment, with a mother to whom 'Hnpthering" 
is distasteful is uncomfortable. He fllnds some comfort in a close friend. 





Donovan, John - Remove Protective Clothings a Little At a Tiye - Dell - easy 
reading, .early teens - identity;^ alienation 

' '/ 

Fourteen year old Harry Knight is caug^it^in his mother^*^f ftiistwtiOn (created 
by a young have-to-marriage) and his . father's succes'sful career. ' The only 
persfon he finds he can talk to Is an old lady whom hG(/accidentdlly meets in 
the park one da/. His illusion of her, is shattered/when he realizes' that 
to survive, she 'kills the* pigeons^ in the abandoned^pid building where she* 
lives secretly . * . 

Dunn', Mary LqJ.8 The Man in the Box - Dell - easr^r reading,^ jearly teens - war, 
' Royalty, ^love,^boyT-man. . * ** ^ * 

' . * * ' • * ' ' ... 

Chau Li abandons. his* fatherless fdiii£ly;tP rescue an American soldleT (whom 
the villagers regard in the same mann?iir as an enem/) because it Is something 
that he must do. In the process,, he learns love and understanding and becomes 
^ man . 0 / ' ■ ' ^ " 

Fitzgerald, John D. - The Great Brain ^ A series by Dal Press - ages 9-13, easy 
reading - fainlly life, humor, being "different". • ^ 

The hiJ^rlpMS and heart warmLng adventures of three boys in ^a, ((athollc family ^ 
living in a Monabn town. The oldest, "The Grc^at Brain"; is tnje* to his nick- 
name and l^ams to survive through his wits - but also his natural sense of 
justice and his love for 'fche "underdog*'. ; , • 

Galileo, P4(|il - The Boy Who Invented the Bubble Gun - Dell - average reading, any 
age -.Aileiiatlon-father--sdn - identity: loss of innocence. « . ' 

A coast-to-coast bus ride to patent an invention fot the sake of gaining his 
father's respect and* attention leads young Julian on a serled bf advetitures 
• that teach. him about real Jife. * 



Green 
' to 



Hannah -" ^I Never PtonriLsed You A Rose Garden - New American Library - mid 
older teens ^ mental illness,- prejudice, growing up* ^ 



Liie in a montal institution is described by a teenage girl who found life 
and pre judice in Che real world overwhelming. 



Hall, 



-ynn - Too Near the Sun - Dell Laurel Leaf - mid teens, average reading - 



idejitity: alienation, commidie living, historical. 

Set iii Iowa in the^ late 1800 's, the story of seventeen year old Armel Dupree, 
is based on fact. Armel rebles against his parents and his religion when he 
rea.l/zes the weaknesses of their commune life. 



Heinle 
but 



I, Robert - Starman Jones - Ballantine - early mid adolescen^, easy, reading 
lOTsa mature values- values, identity-loss of innocence, broken home, first 



awareness*^ of, opposite sex. 

Altlough labeled as science fiction, this novel of the future portrays the 
uniyersal realities of life and makes sl careful examination of diarlicter 
of values . . 



and 



Hlnton 



S* Eo. - The Outsiders - Dell - easy reading, all teens - alienation. 



"misfitis", growing up, vylolence - values: nervous breakdown, death. 

• Porjyljioy belongs to the "outside" group in a largfe city school. Cherry is in 
th^ "W' grdup and that makes all the difference. All teens love tMs book 
for, its excite",iient, characters, and values. , ^ 

Hinton, S. E. r- That Was Then, This Is Now, - Dell, - mid teens - alienation, loyalties 
- valued: drvgs, crime. * 

Bry.on lives with his mother *and foster brother in a poor, crowded city area. 
He experiences conflicts of ' values and Ic^alties in his friendships and. with 
his girl friend. 



Hunt, Irene - Up A Road Slowly - Terspo junior hlgji, mid teens (girls) - values: 
^ young, love, friendships - growing up in an \aunts house.* 

Hunter, Mollle. - A Sound of Summer - Avon - any age - poetic styl^, more mature 
insights - growing up, death, - class prejudice, the family identity. ^ 

Bridie leainis about cleath fini growing up the hard wAy when Jier belied father 
dies. A , poignant story that takes place in a small Irish town, f 

Johnston, William - Echoes of A Summer Ballantine - junior high,- mid teens - 
death. ■ . ^ 

• ' ' r ' . . 

The novel revolves around the dyin^ months of twelve year old Deirdre and 
the various kinds of stress and conflicts, that arise in addition to the 
•pain' and femptlness of impending loss. 

Jones, Cordelia - A Cat Called Camouflage - S. &. Phillips - early adolescence, 
easy reading - Identity: growitig up, "misfits" - broken home 

A yoting English girl is not told why her parents are separating and is singly 

expected to.)|ake drastic changes in her life style. Resenting her 'parents^ Ruth 

learns to. like her new life in the country and gains the friendship of two 
other "loners." . ' 
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Kerr, M.'E. - If I Love You Am ^Trapped Forever - Dell r eafly mid teens, easy 
reading - identity: broken home, boy-girl. 

"*Alan, a senior in high school, res6nts his father for deserting the family 
learns and is disillusioned about the **l^§ve life** of adults* 

Kerrr M.. E. - The Son of Someone Famous - Ballantltie - growing up - identity: 
broken homes, "mis^Elts". 

It isn't easy to be the son of a famous man, nor is it easy to grow up in 
an all female household. Adam and Brenda Belle '•form' their own private cltib 
and. invent ways to be happy with themselves. 

Klein, Norma - Mom, theHJolfman, tod Me - Avon - early teens, easy reading - 
broken home, growing up. 

> 

A delightful, warmly^* human account of a young girl who is the daughter of, 
^ an unwed mother. They have an unusual and fine relationship - so when the 
mother decides to marry-, an uncomfortable adjustment is inevitable. 

Klein, Norma r Taking Sides - Ayon - juniot high, easy, reading - divorce, *^ 
groMing up. - • . i|\ 

Nearly thirteen Jrfear old Nelda and her younger brother Hugo move Irack and 
forth between city and rural life styles when they take turns living with 
their divorced parents. 

Lyle, Katie Letcher I Will Go Barefoot All Summer *For You - Dell - orphan 
identity:- first love^ ^ ^ ~ * ^ 

During her thirteenth summer, Jessie is a mixture of emotions: love and h^te, 
rebellion, bitterness and resentment, longing for knowledge of herself and 
Hit life. 

t - 

Mathls, Sharon Beli - Teacup Full of Roses - Avon - more mature teens, average 
reading - prejudice (black) , poverty, ' growlAg up, , drugs . 

Poverty 'and prejudice make growing np difficult in this blade family. "This 
well written novel is poignant and real. 

Mazer, Harry - Guy Lenny 7 Delacorte Press - early mid teens; easy reading 
broken h<jme, growing up. * 

A conflict d&ve4©ps when Guy's father decides to re-marry after years alone 
w;ith Guy after Guy's mothers desertion. Gty is iforced to leave his hero 
father to live vith the mother he has never known and her retired military 
husband. ' * ' ^ . 

Morrison, Tonl - The Blue^^t Eye - Pocket Books - mature readers - growing up 
black, poverty, incest i ' 

A poetically written, sensitive story of poverty and ignorance and prejudice. 
An ugly young black girl's only wish is to have blue eyes sp she will be^ 
beautiful. 

• i 



John - Edgarj Alla n - Signet - early teens, easy\re,ading, some mature 



Lues - .adoption 



- values: prejudice. 



J 

te minister's family decides td keep a black f6ster child. 



A well meaning whi 

.But prejudice breaks them and they give the child up. The' other children 
iiL the family, fear th^ parentis may- give them away too. 

Neufeld, John - Lisa, Bright and Dafk - Signet ^ mental illness . 

Peck, Robert Newton - A Day No Pigs Would Die - Dell - early teens, easy reading - 
^ life, and death - identity: growing up. Shaker religion. 



Robe's parents "^are poor and plain; but there is great love and great joy in 
being alive. . Rob must become a man when his father dies^ 

eck, Robert Newton - Ilillie^s Boy Dell -^-iidji t^ns - growing up, viole^ice, 
death, unwed mother. "^^^^^^^ 

When sixtfeen year old' Tit's mother fs murdered, he sets out to find his 
tme identity and to establish his independence. 

Peck, Richard Representing Su per Doll - Avon - girls, early mid teens, easy 
reading . - * ^ ' . 

What happens when a teeil^ge girl is pressured in^o being what her mother 
wants her to be. Problem of adjusting from country to town life, explored 
through! protagonist. 

' , * 

Piatt, Kin - The Boy \flio Could Make Himself Disappear - Dell - junior high - 
Ijacoken home, alienation, mental illness. 
\ . ' / ' ^ ^ « / ^ 

When a*young boy is loved neither by his mother nor his father, no other 
well-meaning adults in, his life c/an replace that love. The result is mental 
breakdown, o I • 

/ 

Potok, Chaim - The . Chosen - Fawcett - mid to older adolescence ^md adult - 
, growing-up, friendship, prejudice, no mother, father-son*. 

Two teenage boys on opposing baseball teams become fast friends in spite 

of the differences in their bel^iefs in Judaism. Sensitive » warm, human style 

about "lito's' most basic ^emotions!. 

Potok, Chaim - The Promise - Fawcett - inid adolescence througih adult - friendship, 
prejudice, mental illness, family relationships, maturation. ^ 

A sequel to The Chosen > the two friends graduate from high school, go to . 
college add make decisions about their lifes works. Danny, who rebels against 
his father's choice of career for him, decides on psychiatry;! wants to be a 
.teacher like his father. 

fFotok, Chaim - My Name Is Asher Leo - Fawcett - mid" adolescence to adult - the 
artistic temp., role^ of family, mental breakdown. 

Mother, father, and son each goes against strong Jewish, traditions in one form 
or another while trying to remain with the structure. Reveals family stress 
and tJle\unyielding, compelling force of a young ar^dLst growing, up. 



Richter, fiaaa Peter - I Was There - Dell - junior high and up - growing up, 
Hitler youth, loyalties. • » 

The narrator' recalls his growing-up as a young teenager during Hitler's 
'Youth Movement; reveals how fri-etids become enemies » how family loyalties, 
were affected, the question of loyalty to the* government . 

Rushing, Jane Gilmore - Mary Dove - Avon - simple reading but some mature cdacepts 
love, basic values, growing up,' loyalty, prejudice, loss, of innocehce. 

A young girl, completely innocent secluded ff6m t^e world, J^aes her 
father unexpectedly and is left to try to survive alpne in,.an isolated 
moutitain area. She meets and falls iiT love with the man she will marry. 
They are driven by prejudice out of the only home Mary ,Dove has evet Icnown. ' . 

Sleator, William - Blackbrior - Avon - easy reading, mid adolescent - growing up, 
orphan. 



Basically a mystery, this novel also shows character development and re^ 
lationships, a young boy learning about relating to the opposite sex, and^&£ 
his growing up. Setting is an isolated spot in^England. A loving boy and hl0 
guardian settle in to a new situation after leaving 'the city. 

«, ' vv:. 

Smith, Patrick D. - Forever Island - Dell - easy reading, junior high -4 growing 
up values: mental retardation. 

A young boy learns basic values, new relationships, and an understmding and 
compassion toirard a mentally retarded young man during his familHes summer 
vacation.. ' • ' 

Stolz - Leap Before You Look - Dell - early-mid adolescence - divprce, growing 
op, identity. } ' 

Well written, told from young teenage girl's point of view who tribes to fight 
then understand, her parents alienation' from each other. At the spme.time 
she faces the problems of giSJj^ing. up and of learning about love for herself. 

Thomas, Audrey - Songs Mr Hother Taught Me - Ballantine - older adolescence-adult, 
more coiiq>lei( ideais - alienation, growing up, loneliness> mental illness. 

A young girl hates her artificial family situation, loses her innocen^ce, and. 
discovers through a summer ^ob in working wj^^ the mentally illj;th&t they 
are the pnes with values that are real. . \ 

Wagner, Robin S. - Sarah T.» Portrait jof A Teenage Alcoholic - Ballantine - 
easy reading; early adolescence - alcoholism, broken home, alienation, 
growing up, loileliness. . 

^Alcoholism often hapjpens accidentally and innocentlyand to the very young. 

Loneliness and alienation apparently trigger the situation. 
• » 

Wojciechowska, Mala - A Kingdom In A Horse' - Harper & Row - easy reading; early 
adolescence - alienation, growing up, no mother. 

A young boy feels betrayed when .his father decides^ they ^11 settle down in a 
small community rather' than continue in a circus life as the* father had. 
promised. . a . - 
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Wojciechowdka, Maia - Don't Blay. Dead Before You HaVe Tp - Dell - early to 
mid alo'^escence - alierfatigjh- divorce, growing iip. 

^ V ^ ^ -1 

A fifteen yejtK. old boy baby sits ^or a younger, wealthier boy and forsees 
problems when the^oys' mSther becomes -more successful in her career than 

the father. , , . .' . 

-■■ > . . ■ ^ 

Woodford, Peggy - Please Don't Go - Avon - mid adolescence - growing up, first 

love, '^th. ' •• \ ~ " 
\ . . , 

A young EpgUsh exchange student feels inferior to her host sister - gains 

confidence in -her own identity - learns different kinds -of love, then watches 

the lively young man she learns to love^ die. 

Zindel,- Paul - My DarUng, My Hamburger - Bantam - mid teenage; May 'to read - 
alienation,, broken home, loyalties; values, sex, love> abortion. 

Hidx school senior Liz resents her mother and her new step <=ather. She seeks 
love 'and loyalty through her best friend and ier boyfriend Sean. Whep Liz 
" becomes pregnant, she feel« she can marry and be freed from her mother; but 
Se^n takes his fathers advice and pays Liz to have an aSortion. 

Ai' ' — ^ 

Zind6l, Paul^ - The Plgman - Dell - mid teei)^, easy to read - alienation, ^ < 
growing up, death,** lj>;i^.^alue8 . /'^/"^ 

Self -centered parents drive John and Lorraine to fooJ^P^^^^?^ 
these pranks, le^ds them to'an old widower whom thejr cal,l The fis^im and 
who becomes someone vho really listens to and caifes^for them. But fiio^ 
"fun -and games'* foil John and Lorraine may have been the cause of The, 
Pigman's heai^t attack and death. 

NOVELS ABOUT ADOtESCENTS AND ADULTS THAT ARE "CLASSICS" 

Agee, James - A^ Death in the Family • ' 

Borlanii, Hal - When the Legends Die - , 

Bradbury, Ray - Dandelion Wine 

Fields, Jeff - A Cry of Angels 

Lee, liarper - To- Kill A Mockingbird 

Parks, Gordon - >The Learning Tree ^ 

Sali^^r - The Catcher in the Rye ^ ^ 

Saroyan, William^- T^ie Human Comedy 

.Wagoner,' David - The Road to Many A Wonder 
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